"The Hunt is ON. "
An original short screenplay by

Philip Mayes

WGEA #1741996
WWV. pt mayes. com

mai | @dt mayes. com



FADE | N:
| NT. CAR PARK - NI GHT

NOTE: This short should be filned in a fake docunentary
styl e.

W're in a typical indoors car park and it's late. The
place is enpty of people, but there are still a |ot of
cars parked here. An old van is parked by the ranp.

TERRY, md thirties and a little plunp, is dressed in grey
fatigues wwth a grey wool en hat pulled down on his head.
H s face is covered with grey war paint and he is carrying
a spear (the Hunt-Master 2000). He Dashes between the
parked cars, hunting his prey.

TERRY (V. Q)
|'ve been tracking ny prey for the
| ast three days. It's slippery

.. | thought I'd lost it again..
but this norning there were signs..

He reaches down a touches a small drop of spilt oil and
then sniffs his fingers.

TERRY (V. Q) (CONT' D)
All I have to do is be patient and
vigilant... and ny dinner should
cone to ne.

| NT. TERRY' S APARTMENT - KI TCHEN - MORNI NG
TITLE: Earlier that day.

The apartnment is small and cheaply furnished, as is the
kit chen.

Terry, dressed in vest and boxers, |looks in the refrigerator
and SIGHS, scratching his plunmp belly. It is practically
enpty. There is only a piece of celery and a piece of

hard cheese.

HENRY (V. Q)
Back in the old days a man coul d
ook in his refrigerator and know
with confidence that there'd be
chi cken drunsticks in there, or
sone burgers, ham frankfurters;
maybe even a steak or two, know ng
he could stuff his face unti
doonsday. But now... there isn't
even beer.

He sniffs the celery winkles his nose and throws it back.
He picks up the cheese and bounces it on the floor, like a
bal | .



2.

He is interrupted by his daughter, CHLOE, 8. She's hol ding
an enpty plate and | ooking at hi m appealingly.

CHLOE
Daddy, |'m hungry.

He offers her the celery.

CHLOE ( CONT' D)
No, daddy, sonmething to eat. Celery
isn't food.

TERRY (V. Q)
If my famly is going to eat tonight
| have to be aggressive. | have
to be a man. | have to be a hunter

I NT. JOHAN S APARTMENT - DI Nl NG ROOM - MORNI NG

JOHN, md-30s, slimand healthy, is eating a | arge neal
with his famly in his nice apartnent. There's no |ack of
food here.

JOHN (V. Q)

Yeah, | guess being a governnent
enpl oyee has it perks, but it's
got plenty of down-sides as well.
We have to home school our Kkids
now because the last tinme they

t ook a packed |unch into school
there was a riot. Took the cops
three days to restore order.

I NT. HALL OUTSI DE JOHN S APARTMENT - DAY

John, bul gi ng bags of groceries in hand, wal ks down the
hall to his apartnent.

A NEI GHBOR steps out of a door behind himand | obs an enpty
soda can at his head.

NElI GHBOR
You suck

The can bounces off John's head.

JOHN (V. Q)
Still, we cope, | guess.

| NT. JOHN' S APARTMENT - DI NI NG ROOM - DAY
JOHN i s dishing out the food.

JOHN (V. Q)
Nobody realizes I"'mfulfilling an
i nportant function in society. At
least nmy famly gets to eat
regularly, unlike nost people in
the city. For that we are thankful.



JOHN S DAUGHTER
Can | have sone nore, daddy?

JOHN
Sure, honey. Say when.

He give her nore food. He heaps it on, and heaps it on,
and still she's not content.

JOHN ( CONT' D)
Don't you think that's enough,
darling? You know there are people
inthis city who are starving.

She shakes her head and continues di shing.

JOHN S DAUGHTER
VWhen.

JOHN (V. Q)
If | lose tonight ny famly wll
go hungry for twenty-four hours.

| NT. CAR PARK - NI GHT

Continuation of scene #1. Terry is hunkered down behind a
car, edging forward. Wen he hears a WHINE, as if from an
el ectric nmotor, he freezes. He peers out fromhis hiding
pl ace, but the car park appears desert ed.

I NT. TV STUDI O

A corpul ent SENATOR is being interviewed on TV by an unseen
| NTERVI EVER

SENATOR
Ckay, |l ook, let's be honest about
this, the cities were full of |ard-
asses, everywhere you | ooked
bl ubber. Heart attacks were on
the increase, diabetes a national
di sgrace. We had to do sonething
to save people fromthensel ves,
sonet hi ng radi cal, before things
got out of hand. W had to get
the people in the cities fit, and
by God that's what we're going to
do.

TV | NTEVI EVEER
But Senator, aren't these reforns
going too far?

SENATOR
Too far? Too far!
( MORE)



SENATOR ( CONT' D)
Have you seen them out there,
waddl i ng about in their underwear,
t hi ghs chaffing so hard we' ve had
at least three counts of spontaneous
Human conbustion | ast year in New
Yor k al one!

TV | NTEVI EVER
Don't you think that's being cruel
senat or ?

SENATOR
Cruel? No, not at all. In fact |
think we're being soft on them
the |l azy devils.

I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

TERRY and his wife, ANDREA, are watching TV. He is
sharpening a long stick wth a knife, making hinself a
crude spear.

ANDREA
Are you going to do it tonight?

TERRY
What does it |look like |I'm doing
here, preparing to toast
mar shmal | ows?

ANDREA
Terry, we don't have any
mar shmal | ows.

TERRY
| know, that's why | said..
(sighs)
Forget it.

ANDREA
|"msorry. | guess |I'mtoo hungry
to think straight.
(beat)
|'ve been | ooking at sonme cockroach
reci pes on-line. Sonme of them
| ook... edible.

TERRY
Nobody in nmy famly is eating
cockroaches. Tonight we'll be
di ni ng on roast pork.

ANDREA
Prom se?

TERRY
If I don't you can eat ne instead.
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She wrinkles her nose and noves away fromhimto watch TV.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Hey, what's wong with nme? Sure
I"'ma little plunp around the edges,
but everybody knows it's the fat
that gives neat its flavor.

ANDREA
(shakes her head)
| could never eat anything |'ve
had sex wth.
(shivers)
Uncl ean.

TERRY
Hey, | have a shower every tine
before we. ..

CHLCE enters. She's ready for bed, carrying her teddy
bear.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
...0h hi sweetie. Going to bed?

CHLOE
Daddy, | was thinking..
(hol ds out teddy
bear to him
| think Barny m ght be quite tasty.
| f we barbecued him And had him
with [ots and | ots of ketchup.

ANDREA
Oh sweeti e, nobody's going to eat
Bar ny.

TERRY

(under his breath)
| don't know, we ate her toy rabbit.

ANDREA
Shush.
(hol ds Chl oe)
Take Barny back to bed, daddy's
bri ngi ng home roast pork tonight.

CHLCOE
Real |y daddy? WII| there be
crackling?

TERRY
O course.

CHLCE
And appl e sauce?
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TERRY
Er... Hey, do you want to help ne
get ready?

She nods eagerly.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Ckay, let's go!

I NT. JOHAN S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - N GHT

Al one, John is sitting in the lotus position, neditating.
On the desk before hima PC is running through photos of
numer ous birds and ani mal s.

JOHN (V. Q)
Every night before ny shift begins
| linber up. But first there's an
hour of neditation, to help get ne
in the zone.

I NT. JOHN S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - MOMENTS LATER
Now John is linbering up and exerci sing.
JOHN (V. Q)
Muscle tone is essential, as is
having the right nmental orientation.

Let me tell you, its nore difficult
than it | ooks.

I NT. JOHAN S APARTMENT - BEDROCOM - MOMENTS LATER

Now John is strutting up and town like a turkey, imtating
a video of a turkey being played on the PC

JOHN (V. Q)
It's a serious business.

| NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT. LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Terry stands in the mddle of the living roomw th the
stick in his hand.

TERRY
Ckay, let ne have it.

Crouchi ng beside the door, Chloe pulls a string.

Across the rooma knitted rat is pulled between the door
and t he sof a.

TERRY strikes out with the stick, skewering it. He grins
in triunph.

I NT. JOHN S APARTMENT - BEDROCOM - MOMENTS LATER

On the TV we see a lion prow ing.
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JOHN is imtating its ROAR

He realizes that he's being filned and presses a button on
the PC. The lion changes to a | anb.

JOHN
Baaa!

I NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

Hi di ng behind the sofa, ANDREA holds up a picture of a cow
with a cross-hair drawn on it.

TERRY strike out and hits it dead center with the stick.
Chloe throws a knitted bird across the room

The stick flashes again and the bird is stuck on the other
end of it.

TERRY t akes the wool bird off the stick

TERRY
| think |I'mready.

Andrea energes from behind the sofa holding a gift-wapped
spear.

ANDREA
No, you're not. Not yet.

TERRY
VWhat's this?

ANDREA
It's for you. For good | uck.

She gives himthe gift. He tears off the w apping,
revealing a netal tipped spear.

TERRY
(1 nmpressed)
Hey, this is a Hunt-Mster 2000!
Thi s nust have cost you a fortune?

She shrugs awkwardly and he draws her close and ki sses
her, then he brandi shes the spear, grinning.

TERRY ( CONT' D)
Now |I''mready! ©OCh boy am | ready!

| NT. CAR PARK - NI GHT

Conti nuing fromscene #6. Terry is crouched behind a car,
listening. He hears the ELECTRI C WHI NE again. What could
it be? He takes a mirror fromhis pocket and checks around
the side of the car.
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IN THE M RROR: we see a flicker of novenent and then the
car park is enpty again.

Terry checks his pocket. It is full of small strips of
alum numfoil.

I NT. TV REPORT
The interview with the corpul ent Senator continues.

TV I NTEVI EVER (O S.)
But this is just for the cities,
is that right? People in rura
parts of the country have nothing
to fear?

SENATOR
Let me tell you sonething, ny nman,
hunters are the salt of the earth
l"ma hunter nyself and anyone
that tries to stop them doi ng what
God ordained themto do wll have
to answer to ne.

TV I NTEVI EVER (O S.)
But hasn't this resulted in an
unnat ural division between rural
and urban communities? There have
al ready been a nunber of clashes
on the borders. Wy should it
only be those living in the cities
who are penalized by these Draconi an

refornms?

SENATOR
Because people in the city have
had it easy for too long. |It's

time we evened things out a little.
It's time we brought a little bit
of rural living to the city.

| NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT - BATHROOM - NI GHT

Staring at his reflection in the mrror, Terry, now dressed
in the grey fatigues and wearing the concrete grey wool en
hat, paints grey war paint across his face.

I NT. JOHAN S APARTMENT - BEDROOM - N GHT

Unli ke John, Terry is dressed entirely in black, although
he isn't armed. He turns to watch the TV interview playing
on the TV

TV I NTEVIEVER (O. S.)
So how did Project Caveman cone
about, senator?
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SENATOR
It was sinple really. Qur ancestors
were healthier than we were --
that's comon know edge -- so we
asked oursel ves a sinple question:
why? They had no cars and no
internet, no | abor-saving devices.
They had to do everything for
t henmsel ves. Nobody gave them a
free handout. They worked hard to
survive day to day.

EXT. CTY STREET - N GHT

A group of nodern "Urban Hunters" stand around a flam ng
brazier. They are dressed in a notley sort of garb, part
hunter, part sports, part casual, and are arned with spears
and old style bows and arrows -- not rifles or guns or
crossbows.

SENATOR (0. S.)
So we decided to bring hunting

back... into the city... Hunting
for your own food... hunting for
survi val

TV | NTEVI EVER (O S.)
Wth guns?

SENATOR (0. S.)
That woul d be too easy. W wanted
to take things back to the basics:
spear or bow and arrow.

EXT. WASTELAND - NI GHT

A group of people sit around a roaring fire, eating roast
beef that they've just cooked on a spit.

SENATOR (O S.)
And it doesn't just keep people
fit, it brings people together
too. Communities are grow ng for
the first time in... what?..
twenty, thirty years. People
hel pi ng each other. People are
buil ding for the future.

| NT. CLUB RESTAURANT - NI GHT

A group of POLITICIANS and BUSI NESSMEN sit in a richly
decorated dining roomof a gentlenen's club. They're al
dressed in black tie and are quaffing glasses of red w ne.

TV I NTEVI EVER (V. Q.)
And what about you, senator? What
about the politicians?
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SENATOR (V. Q)
Well, running the country is a
ti me consum ng business, and so we
were forced, reluctantly, to exclude
oursel ves from Project Cavenman.

At the head of the table sits the SENATOR

SENATOR ( CONT' D)
Bring in the roast |ion!

The others stanp their feet and thunp the table, taking up
the cry.

ALL
BRING IN THE ROAST LION!  BRING I N
THE ROAST LI ON!

Two WAITERS carry in a silver platter upon which rests..
a whol e roast lion! Everyone ROARS in delight.

| NT. CAR PARK - NI GHT

Continued fromscene #15. Dressed in his grey fatigues
Terry hunkers down behind a parked car and waits.

After a few seconds we hear the WH NE of an ELECTRI C MOTOR

A radio-controlled (RC) truck drives into the m ddle of
the car park. The RC truck has been nodified so that it
carries a joint of roast pork (wapped in cellophane) on
top, held down with cable ties. On the sides of the RC
truck there are targets that wll "kill" it if hit.

The RC truck conmes to a stop, and then slowy begins to
swivel left and right. W can see it has a canera nounted
in front.

I NT. VAN - CAR PARK - NI GHT

In the back of the van parked by the ranp, John can see
everything the RC truck can see through a | aptop screen.
He is holding a transmtter used for controlling the RC
truck.

ON THE SCREEN: The car park appears deserted.
| NT. CAR PARK - NI GHT

Terry begins to edge closer to the RC truck, spear at the
r eady.

| NT. VAN - CAR PARK - NI GHT
John turns the car to the left and right. The car park

still appears enpty. He presses the stick forward on the
transmtter.
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| NT. CAR PARK - NI GHT

Terry watches as the RC truck with its pork cargo trundl es
past him He takes a deep breath and then, with a WAR
CRY, lunges with the spear.

I NT. VAN. CAR PARK - NI GHT

John catches the flicker of novenent on the nonitor and
reacts.

| NT. CAR PARK - NI GHT

The RC truck jolts forward and Terry's spear msses it by
i nches.

TERRY
Cr ap!

The RC truck spins around and zoons off.

Terry | ooks about him trying to find where the RC truck
has gone. He runs forward, checking between the cars.

After a noment he gets down on his hands and knees and
peers under the cars.

TERRY' S POV: At first he can see nothing, then, far to his
right, he sees the wheels of the RC truck. It is hiding
behi nd a car.

Creeping up on the RC truck, Terry digs a handful of
alum num strips fromhis pocket, and throws themat the RC
truck. Then he lunges at it wth the spear.

The RC truck does crazy.

I NT. VAN - CAR PARK - NI GHT

John struggles with the Transmtter, having | ost control
of the RC truck

JOHN
Damm! Damm! Damm! Damm!

| NT. CAR PARK - NI GHT

The RC truck zings across the car park and slanms into the
side of the van. It cones to a stop

Spear raised, Terry advanced on it, then with a CRY
char ges.

The RC truck zips away at the |ast nonent and Terry crashes
agai nst the side of the van, the tip of the spear punching
t hrough the netal.
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I NT. VAN - CAR PARK - NI GHT
The spear sticks through the van's wall and into John's
leg. He drops the transmtter as he clutches at his |eg,
biting his lip to stop hinself fromcrying out.
Suddenly the spear is retracted and John col | apses in agony.

He reaches out and grabs the transmtted, but finds that
it is broken into pieces.

| NT. CAR PARK - NI GHT

Terry stares at the van for a nonent, then heads for the

di sabled RC truck. Picking it up he finds that there isn't
just a pork roast attached to it, there's a bottle of apple
sauce taped to it al so.

TERRY (V. Q)
All 1 have to do nowis catch nyself
a can of beer and ny life wll be

conpl et e.
| NT. TERRY'S APARTMENT - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Terry and Chl oe CHEER as Andrea brings in the roast pork
fromthe kitchen.

CHLOE
Ww, nmom it snells great!

ANDREA
And there's even appl e sauce.
Thank you gover nment!

Terry can only smle in pride as he stands and starts to
carve the roast.

I NT. JOHN S APARTMENT - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Depressed and with one | eg bandaged, John wat ches as
UNI FORMED MEN take away all the food in the fridge in
cardboard boxes.

SENATOR (V. Q)
Up to now we' ve been goi ng easy on
you, but fromthis noment on things
are going to get a | ot harder
bel i eve ne.

EXT. PARK - NI GHT
A group of urban hunters hide behind trees and watch as a

radio controlled car carrying a whol e Chi nese Take- out
trundl es down the path.
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SENATOR (V. Q)
By hook or by crook we're going to
get this country healthy. And if
you're not fit for purpose... well
then, that's your own fault.
Wth a ROAR t hey pounce.
| NT. STREET - DAY

Smal | children YELL as they chase a small radio-controlled
car carrying chocol ate bars down the street.

SENATOR (V. Q)
Only wi nners eat.

One of the children, a victor, grins as he takes a bite of
t he chocol ate bar.

FADE TO BLACK
TV | NTEVI EMER (V. Q)
And what then, Senator? Wat's
t he next step?

SENATOR (V. Q)
Wy, we'll add predators, of course.

Mechani cal teeth and eyes gl ow red.

The End.
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